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 THE RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION  
                                              SHREWSBURY GROUP 

          

 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday 16th November 2016: 19:00 at St Chad’s Church Hall, Shrewsbury 
 

Minutes of the Meeting 
 
1.      Welcoming remarks:  

 Housekeeping issues: toilets and fire exits, planned timing of agenda items, reference to 
distributed pack of papers 

 A warm welcome was extended to invited guests 
o Peter Carr, Chair Shropshire Area 
o Clive and Jacki Dyer, Visiting Ambassadors, Shropshire Wildlife Trust  

          Present: 35 members (see signature sheet attached) 

 
          Apologies for absence:  Peter Knight, Glenys Knight, John Malam, Valerie Malam, Val Davies, 

                                                   Doug Davies, Barbara Phillips, Kath Heraghty, Marilyn Richardson,  
                                                   Cate Ward, John Lucas, Anne Nairn, Di Higgs, Gerald Higgs, Shirley  
                                                   Koniezky, Rob Lea, Sheila Ellis, Vivienne Hodges 
 
2.      Minutes of the last meeting: 

 
         It was proposed that he distributed minutes of the last AGM 12/11/15 be accepted as a true record. 
         Proposed: Amanda Hartley-Newton, seconded by Graham Baker. 

 
 
     3.      Matters arising: none. 
 
 
     4.       Officers’ Reports: These were distributed at the meeting and posted on the group website for  

                                              one week before the meeting.  
 

          The Chair drew the attention of the meeting to the final document in the pack – 
           the Footpath Reporting Procedure. Although we are very pleased with the work of our P3  
           group, walkers still meet problems with barbed wire, broken stiles etc. We need to do more 
           report these problems to Shropshire Council. Some may think there is no point as our P3 
           budget has been cut, but it is important that Shropshire Council have their attention drawn to  
           the situation so that they do not think that all is well on the footpath network 
  
           Peter Carr supported the Chair on this. He thought the forms on Shropshire Council website were not 
           over-friendly. He suggested that members should send an e-mail to Outdoor Recreation (he said that  
           Shona Butter prefers this) and copy it to John Newnham and Phil Barnes.   
 

The Chair also appealed for volunteers to support Phil Barnes by following up reports of problems. 
Help would also be welcome in checking planning applications and illegal building work on/close to 
footpaths. 
 
Treasurer’s report 

 
                Mick Gadd (Treasurer) presented his report. He referred to the accounts contained in the pack and  
                thanked Peter Greeve, the former Treasurer for the smooth transition as he took over the role. 
                He explained the Income and Expenditure account and thanked Peter Greeve (Self-funding), 
                Rob Lea (P3), and Audrey Menhinick (Walks Book) for their help in compiling the accounts. 
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             There was a deficit for the year of just under £30. Money has been received from Ramblers Worldwide 
             Holidays (members were reminded to add Shrewsbury Ramblers SS06 to their booking forms when  
             going on such holidays.) 
 
             We have collected an extra £40 from the self-funding activities and have a surplus of £2150 in the book  
             account, and have received £500 from Shropshire Council for P3 work so we have a current balance of 
             £1,000. The book account surplus will be used for projects related to the published walks. 
 
             Nevertheless, MG has requested additional funds from Ramblers grant this year. 
 
             Steve Bristow congratulated MG on his first year as Treasurer. He noted that the P3 grant has dropped  
             and therefore we have spent more this year than we have received. He wondered whether the work will  
             continue to be funded? MG: yes, we initially requested a lower amount because we thought we might  
             not be able to spend it all. 
 
             Steve Bristow’s proposal that the Treasurer’s report be accepted was seconded by Neville Homent.  
             The Treasurer’s report was accepted unanimously by the meeting. The auditor, Tom Gutman,    
             was thanked for his work in auditing the accounts.  
 

             Peter Carr reminded the meeting that there was no requirement that the Annual Report be accepted by 
             the meeting. It would be sufficient to raise questions with committee members during supper. The Chair 
             asked all the officers to stand up to be identified. The Programme Secretary, Di Higgs, was  
             unfortunately not able to attend this meeting. She took over from Maureen Formby a few months ago,  
             shadowed her for through the production of one programme and then produced her own. She was  
             congratulated on an excellent programme. Members were reminded about the high cost of printed  
             programmes and asked to receive it online if at all possible. 
 
             The Annual Report was accepted. 
 
5.          Election of Officers 
 

  As the Chairman was unchallenged he continued with the business of the meeting. A motion 
        to elect existing committee members en bloc was proposed by David Pritchard and seconded by  
        Hilary Proctor. and the following were elected as the committee by a show of hands. 

 

 Chairman: John Newnham  

 Vice Chairman: Graham Baker  

 Treasurer: Mick Gadd 

 Secretary: Kath Bristow  

 Self-funding Activities: Peter Greeve 

 Footpath Secretary: Phil Barnes 

 Programme Secretary:  Di Higgs 

 Publicity Secretary: Amanda Hartley-Newton 

 Membership Secretary: Rebecca Barker 

 Group Website Administrator: Audrey Menhinick 

 Peter Knight (P3) 

 Bill Hodges 
      
       The Chair thanked the meeting and reminded the meeting that additional members are always welcome  
       to bring their talents to serve the committee. 
 
6.    Shropshire Area Representative: Peter Carr 
 
       Having apologised for being ill-prepared as he had just returned from holiday, PC asked the meeting  
       what it meant to be a member of the Ramblers. The general public thinks of crocodiles of walkers, but 
       we are all part of a campaigning organisation which uses positive and negative means to achieve its  
       ends. 
 
       Positive campaigning is less about Rights of Way than about the value of walking – to individual health,  
       to the economy – it means lots of jobs and is worth £17m. We need to get this message across,  
       involving councillors and local committees at Area level and involving ministers and civil servants 
       at national level. But we also need to work to preserve the infrastructure of our footpaths – all 5,500km. 
       We should use members to walk them regularly, to talk to farmers and persuade them to maintain paths  
       and waymarks. We can use the law but that is almost negative campaigning. 
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       Where does the membership fee go? Maintaining a Central Office of 65 people and court cases – big 
       costs - where persuasion has failed. The new Chief Executive, Vanessa Griffiths, will emphasise  
       campaigning rather than walking. Only 30% of the membership goes out on a led walk. 
       Volunteers are needed to walk paths to keep them clear and report problems – such as Ploughing and  
       Cropping -  to Shropshire Council whose subsequent letters cleared 80% of affected paths. Also, 66,000 
       hours were worked by 65 P3 groups in Shropshire this year – and any walker can carry a pair of 
       secateurs! 
 
       Big Pathwatch: Shropshire did well in terms of reporting; nationally there has been some recent news  
       Coverage of this and information on Ramblers website. 
 
  
7.    A.O.B.  

1. Trevor Allison referred to a footpath that runs through the middle of a house – an enquiry has 
now been set up to look into this. This is the first problem that he encountered when he first 
became Footpath Secretary 6 years ago! 

                   59,000 problems were reported by the Big Pathwatch. 12,000 of those were at a complete stop..  
                   Pathwatch will be going on for years! 

2. Peter Greeve: reminded the meeting about the Festive Lunch. This is the 7
th
 or 8

th
 year that he 

has organised this and numbers are significantly down – it is a god event with a great 
atmosphere – please encourage people to come along. 

 
P3 Presentation: Mick Gadd took us through an excellent slideshow of Peter Knight’s report  
                             prepared by Amanda Hartley-Newton. Details are in the printed report but the headline 
     is that it has been a very good year for Shrewsbury P3: 

 17 volunteers so more work parties, 44 this year compared with 35 last year, 
    due to great publicity from Amanda 

 Work on the Severn Way in Frankwell, Rushbury, Bridges etc 

 10 bridges and numerous stiles repaired, 45 metal gates installed. 
The meeting applauded! 
  
 
The formal part of the meeting closed at 7.45pm. 
 
 
 

Signed:……………………………………………  Date:……………………………. 
 
 
 
          John Newnham, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
Ramblers’ Year 2016: Social Evening and Presentations 
 
 

1. Hot Supper 
 

A hot supper of jacket potatoes with a variety of fillings was served with salads and grated cheese 
and French bread, accompanied by wine and soft drinks. Donations were collected towards the cost 
of the food and drink – thank you. 
 
A slide show of photographs of members walking long-distance paths was shown during the supper. 
 

2. The Chair introduced Jacki and Clive Dyer, Visiting Ambassadors from Shropshire Wildlife Trust. 
Jacki explained how the Trust operates and the work it covers. Clive focussed on local reservations, 
explaining why these are important and how the Trust is preserving them for future generations. 

 
The meeting applauded. 
 
 
The Chairman paid tribute to everyone involved in making the evening a success and thanked 
members for attending the meeting which closed at 9.30pm. 


